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NESEA Board Conference Call - Notes 
July 9, 2015 
 
Participating 
Michael Bruss 
Caitriona Cooke 
Martine Dion 
Jennifer Marrapese 
Phil Kaplan 
Rob Meyers 
Andy Padian 
Rick Renner  
John Skipper 
Ben Southworth 
 
Not Participating 
Les Bluestone 
Paul Eldrenkamp 
Fortunat Mueller 
Lisa Tallet 
 
The Board Conference Call convened at 9:00 AM. 
 
Development Committee Update – Phil Kaplan 
 
Phil thanked Board members who submitted Commitment Letter with plans for 
giving in 2015. He noted that though these plans are flexible, it is good to have 
something on paper.  
 
2015 “BE the Future” Campaign – The Committee has been discussing the 
student scholarship program and, thanks to Tracey Powell, expanding it to 
young professionals, as well. The Committee is looking at the details of exactly 
how to do this. Ben pointed out that Tracey is an eloquent advocate for the 20-30 
year old age group. 
 
Jennifer mentioned that it might be possible to set up an automatic monthly 
withdrawal program for board members wishing to do so on a small scale. 
 
Phil also thanked those Board members who have completed interviews with 
members of the Development Committee. 
 
Strategic Plan – Jennifer Marrapese 
 
Jennifer reported that her draft of the Board survey is under review. Once the 
review is complete, the survey will be posted on Survey Monkey so the Board 
can complete the survey. 
 
BENYC Update 
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John thanked Andy for his help and support. 
 
Now that content is mostly determined, there will be a heavier push on marketing 
and sponsorship. Con Ed has given $50,000. Jennifer noted that we have 
realized $82,000 of the $85,000 sponsorship goal, but she would like to exceed 
the goal so there is a cushion. 
 
Ten exhibitors are confirmed, but bookings generally increase when the content 
is determined and then used in marketing. 
 
An affordable option for lodging for Board members has been secured; Jennifer 
will send information to the Board. 
 
BE16 Update 
 
Jennifer reported that momentum is building on signing up exhibitors. 
 
50 Miles Street Renovations 
 
Jennifer reported that construction is going well; working with Wright Builders has 
been great. Painting starts today, July 9, and the new bathrooms should be ready 
by the end of next week. The projected mid to late August completion looks 
possible. 
 
The time and date of the next Board conference call will be confirmed. 
 
Vote: Motion to adjourn seconded and approved. The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Phone call adjourned at approximately 9:20 AM. 
 
Notes prepared by Rick Renner 


