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We need to realize that roofing systems handle 

multiple tasks beyond keeping water out:

ÅAIR

ÅVAPOR

ÅWIND

ÅRAIN

ÅHEAT

ÅCOLD

ÅEXPANSION

ÅTRAFFIC



ITôS ALL IN THE DETAILS

Roofing failures occur at base flashings, 

masonry details and walls.  It all happens at the 

edges.

The roof and roof edges are the most critical points of any good design. How you deal with the roof 

edge  and the connection to the building is very important.



Failure at roof edge caused the wall to rot.



LOOKING AT LONGEVITY

ÅHOW LONG WILL THE ROOF LAST? The answer is simple.  No one knows.  

Manufacturers make one claim and roofing contractors make another.

ÅINCREASE THE LIFESPAN of the roof.  Use best practices and build the following into 

the budget: adequate supervision and frequent inspections of the work in progress.

ÅIT MAKES FINANCIAL SENSE to invest in high quality details in order to achieve 

longevity.  A roof is a substantial investment.  We want to make it last a long time.

ÅLONGEVITY = SUSTAINABILITY. Increasing the lifespan of roofing system is part of 

sustainable practice.



The late, great, Carl Cashôs 

survey done in1996 and again 

in 2005 on the longevity and 

cost of low slope roofing 

systems. 


