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PENNSYLVANIA

Pennsylvania Housing Finance Agency 

Policy Context: 
PHFA

Passive House confers advantage in competition for LIHTCs 
(Low Income Housing Tax Credits). 

PHFA’s LIHTCs are highly competitive: only 1 in 4 project 
proposals are awarded LIHTCs.

Projects that pursue Passive House earn 10 bonus points out of 
a total of 130 possible points.

59 of 179 projects pursued Passive House during first two years 
of PHFA’s new policy.

Competition spurred innovation. Innovation cut costs.



PENNSYLVANIA

179 Projects Proposed to Pennsylvania 
Housing Finance Agency, 2015-2016.

Projected Construction Cost
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Policy Context

59 Passive House Projects Proposed to 
PHFA, 2015-2016.

Passive House vs. Conventional –
Less than 2% Difference in Construction 
Cost.
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18 Passive House Projects Awarded by 
PHFA, 2015-2016.

Policy Context
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Thank you.

Laura Nettleton, lnet@thoughtfulbalance.com
Brandon Nicholson, brandon@nkarch.com


