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Beyond the Building

A Story By: Declan Keefe

Climate Justice and the SOlidarity Economy



How should we do it?

“together”









4.3 
Billion 
Years 
agoSingle Celled Organism



4,000,000,000
Years later…



Synapsids
The Earliest Ancestors
~320-250 million years ago

Early Mammaliaforms 
The First True Mammal Ancestors 
~205-150 million years ago

Placental Mammals
The Ancestors of Primates
~100-65 million years ago



66 million years ago

Killed 75% of all species on Earth



I’m a survivor…



Hominins 
 The First Human Ancestors 
~7-0.3 million years ago

Early Primates
The First Human Ancestors 
~60-20 million years ago

Homo Sapiens
Modern Humans
~300,000 years ago - Present





Cool tool dude…

Hunt & Gather…
 ~3.3 million years ago – around 10,000 BCE

No land ownership



Agricultural Revolution
~10,000 – 8,000 BCE 

Transitional period between hunting-gathering and agriculture.

Privatization of land began
Early agricultural societies (e.g., Mesopotamia) started recognizing land as an asset.



Earliest documented land Sale ~2,600 BCE 

Included:

1.  a house in the town of 
Shuruppak (modern-Day Iraq)

2. An enslaved male 



Magna Carta 1215 CE 



1. Limits the King’s Power
2. Protect Feudal Rights 
3. Due Process and Fair Trials 
4. Access to the “Commons” 

"commoner" indicated someone who had rights to utilize the commons.

Influence on Future Laws : 
Magna Carta inspired later legal 
principles, including the U.S. 
Constitution, English Bill of 
Rights (1689), and human rights 
frameworks.



Enclosure Acts (1604- 1914) 



Indigenous Land Theft and Genocide 
Occupied Indigenous Lands know today as America

1492–1890 – Period of most violent genocide and land theft.

 *1890–Present – Ongoing dispossession, legal battles, and resistance



Slavery and Racial Capitalism (1619–1865)



Pacific Railroad Act of 1862
The Gilded Age (1870s–1900s):



Texas Oil Boom (1901–1940s)



Jim Crow, Redlining, and Economic Apartheid (1877–1960s)



Post-War Manufacturing Boom 
(1950s–1960s)



How should we do it?

“together”



M
e



1. Story of universe
2. CLimate Justice
3. SOlidarity Economy Explained
4. micro-Case Studies
5. Interactive Activity
6. Q&A

What to expect…



Temperature of Planet Earth

Today
1.28 °C
 2.3 °F



Climate Justice



Global Inequality vs Carbon Emissions (1500-2024)
Global Gini Coefficient (0-1 scale) and Carbon Emissions (billion metric tons)



US Income Inequality vs Carbon Emissions (1948-2024)



You don’t belong here.





Cooperative
Community
Collaboration
Commons

all the 
thingsfor

People need





How should we do it?

“together”
When should we do it?

“Now!”





Solidarity Economy



1. Solidarity, cooperation, mutualism
2. Equity in all dimensions (e.g., race, ethnicity, nationality, class, and gender, etc.)
3. Participatory Democracy
4. Sustainability
5. Pluralism

● Participatory budgeting
● Democratic decision-making
● Non-hierarchical structure
● Equitable policies

● Credit union
● Ethical loan funds
● Community wealth co-op
● Peer lending

● Worker co-ops
● Community gardens
● Skill sharing/DIY / repairing 
● Care work / domestic labor

● Fair trade
● Time banks
● community currencies
● Sliding scale pricing

● Community land trusts
● Housing co-ops
● Food co-ops
● Cooperative energy

Equity
Democracy

Sharing

Cooperativism

Mutual aidReciprocity Solidarity
Economics

Finance

Use

Exchange

Governance

Production

Solidarity
Economy



Human-Scale Development prioritizes people over profits, recognizing that all human needs—subsistence, 
affection, freedom, and creativity—are interconnected and must be met together for true well-being..

The key categories of needs are:
● Subsistence – Physical and mental well-being (food, shelter, health, work)
● Protection – Safety, social security, rights, and systems of care
● Affection – Relationships, family, and community bonds
● Understanding – Education, critical thinking, and access to knowledge
● Participation – Engagement in decision-making and societal processes
● Leisure – Play, rest, and creative expression
● Creation – Innovation, skills, and self-expression
● Identity – Cultural roots, sense of belonging, and self-esteem
● Freedom – Autonomy, choice, and self-determination

Manfred Max-Neef’s Human-Scale Development 



Natural Capital – The resources and ecosystems that sustain life (e.g., air, water, biodiversity).
Human Capital – The knowledge, skills, health, and capacities of individuals.
Social Capital – The relationships, trust, and cultural bonds that hold communities together.
Cultural Capital – The traditions, languages, and values that shape identity and belonging.
Spiritual Capital – The sense of purpose, meaning, and connection that people derive from life.
Economic Capital – The traditional financial and material wealth measured in money.

● D = Development (the quality of life in a society)
● N = Satisfaction of fundamental human Needs
● A = Destruction of life-sustaining Assets (natural, social, human, cultural capital, etc.)

D=N-A



"How can we use what we have—money, time, 
skills, relationships, privilege, etc.—to help 
create the greatest net-positive impact?"



The physical result of our work might be a house, 
community space, solar array, or urban garden—meeting 
a basic need for shelter, energy, or food (subsistence). But 
the process of working on it together in community 
(participation) strengthens social bonds (affection), 
deepens shared knowledge (understanding), and 
empowers people with greater autonomy (freedom).

We help people come together to shape their communities, homes, land, and shared spaces to 
create a future that meets their needs and improves their collective well-being.



How should we do it?

“together”



● Crowdfunding
● Participatory Design
● Community Committee
● Co-living
● Community Land Trust
● Food Coop
● Solar Coop
● Community Investment Fund
● Cooperative incubator
● Cultural Equity Incubator

micro-Case Studies



Project
info

Crowdfunding Platform Crowd/ CommunityProject

CrowdFunding

Invest

Return



1463 DOT Ave.
● Income restricted Micro unit rentals
● Commercial space 





Resident 
Ownership

Boston Neighborhood
Community Land Trust

99 year Ground Lease

CLT

Community Ownership of Land











Coop Incubator

Daycare Coop

Co-Working

Solidarity Headquarters



Shared Artist Space
Purchasing building from a coop!



Affordable 
Coliving



Crowdfunding
Participatory Design
Community Committee

Cooperative incubato
Community Arts Space  

Co-living

Community Land Trust

Food Coop

Solar Coop

Community 
Investment 
Fund

Co-housing
Daycare CoopCommunity Arts Space  

Community Investors

Farm CLTWorker Owners

Solidarity Economy



No SIlver Bullet



complicated





Toward Justice

How should we do it?

“together”



TLee 
Development

Thanks!

And so many more!



The End



Solidarity Exercise
● (5 min) Talk to your neighbor

● What’s one idea from this presentation that resonated with you?
● What is one small action you can take right now to be in 

solidarity with others?

● (5 min) take that step



Some example ideas…
● Keep talking to you neighbor…
● Reach out to one person who might be interested in collaborating on a solidarity-based project.
● Thank someone whose work often goes unnoticed.
● Find and bookmark a resource on the solidarity economy.
● Look up local cooperatives or community land trusts to connect with.
● Search for suppliers, consultants, or contractors near you who are owned by people of color.
● Write a quick note on how this presentation made you feel—positive or critical thoughts included.

Every step counts…


