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MASS TIMBER MOTIVATIONS

American Repertory Theater
Harvard University
Haworth Tompkins / ARC
LeMessurier
Shawmut







Adidas North American Headquarters
LEVER Architecture

KPFF
Turner



SCHEDULE, COST, RISK

Pardee School of Global Studies
Boston University
Diller Scofidio + Renfro
LeMessurier
Turner



DSR

Evolution of Design



Costs to Consider

HARD COSTS
• Mass timber – 

geometry/grid/spans
• Floor build-up (acoustics)
• Fire protection (encapsulation)
• Floor-to-floor height (envelope)
• Foundations
• Exposed timber - finishes savings

SOFT COSTS
• Front-loaded design cost (design assist)
• Builder’s Risk Insurance
• Fixed Property Insurance
• Increased market rates / rental values

SCHEDULE SAVINGS
• Reduced debt service / collateralized interest
• Quicker to market / derisking development



11 East Lenox, Boston
Boston Real Estate Collaborative
Monte French Design Studio
H+O Structural Engineers
Haycon
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NORTH AMERICAN MASS TIMBER



Multipurpose Athletics Facility
Northeastern University
Perkins + Will
LeMessurier
Suffolk





Bunker Hill, Building F
Leggat McCall Properties /  
Boston Housing Authority
Stantec Architecture
McNamara Salvia
Suffolk Construction



Practice Innovation - Bunker Hill Housing Building F

Multifamily Residential - 9 stories CLT on structural metal studs

Advanced Construction Practices:
■ CLT and multi tower approach cuts construction schedule and costs.
■ 2024 IBC allows 100% exposed mass timber in Type 4B Construction.
■ Rockwool (mineral wool) allowed for fire protection in enclosed spaces.   
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