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Josiah Quincy Upper School (JQUS) is a powerful example of what’s possible when project 
teams refuse to slow down in the face of complexity. As Boston Public Schools' first LEED 
Platinum school, JQUS demonstrates bold leadership in electrification and healthy, high-
performance design. This session explores how the JQUS team achieved full electrification 
while balancing energy use, indoor air quality, occupant comfort, a tight urban site, 
21st-century high school program goals, and a limited public-sector budget. Featuring 
members of the project team, the conversation will highlight real-world decision-making, 
collaboration, and tradeoffs that kept sustainability goals moving forward, and offer practical 
lessons attendees can apply to their own resilient, high-performance projects. Attendees will 
gain practical insights into overcoming barriers and maintaining momentum toward a zero-
carbon future. 

Session Description
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Learning 
Objectives

Understand the strategies used to achieve 
LEED Platinum and full electrification at JQUS 

Learn directly from school leadership about how the 
new project has impacted attendance, performance, 
and engagement. 

Explain how the constraints of a tight urban site 
adjacent to the highway influenced design decisions 
to maximize indoor air quality, acoustics and 
occupant comfort. 

Apply lessons from JQUS to their own projects to make 
informed, resilient sustainability decisions. 4
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This course is approved by GBCI for continuing 
education. Approval for  this course indicates it 
will be monitored by GBCI to ensure that it 
upholds the quality, relevance and rigor 
necessary to contribute to ongoing learning in 
knowledge areas relevant to the green building 
industry.Course title: 

Designing for Decarbonization: Lessons 
from Boston’s First LEED Platinum 
School 

Approved for:

1.0 CE hour(s)
QR CODE TO REPORT CEU 
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Project size:
178,000 sf

Site size:
0.9-acre

Students:
650

Grades:
6-12

Sustainability:
LEED Platinum certified
All-electric

Project Overview
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Learn more about 
JQUS on USGBC’s 

website

IAQ Case Study
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